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EVENTS OF THE WEEK OVERSEAS

Moore Accepts Seat on International Bench

1l
and ;\nr:uhl_', ol the

mnpoitunt thing which the council

I league of nations have

accomplished during the past week is the

election of the judges of the international

court of justice. The election was carried out much
more rapidly than had been anticipated, and

sl

trade within Russia and that profitable returns te
foreizn concessionaires would be permitted. The So-
viet government, however, would retain control of
imports and exports and take no chances in par-
mitting Russia 1o become exploited for the benefit of
foreigners.

F certain dispatches from Geneva are to be fully cred-

ited the long-standing dispute between Lithuania and

Poland is on the verge of settlement. A few days ago it

was stated in the Paris press that Lithuania had declined

to accept the latest proposal put forward by the )
the league. This statement is now denied

1

in the case of the eleven judges who are full
members of the court, the council and assems-
bly were in agreement. They failed to agree,

MAP SHOWS WIDE FAMINE AREAS

:

is said, on the contrary, that both the Lithi
and Polish delegates at Geneva have been
ized by their governments lo accept these

certain

5‘

however, on the four jurists who are to

serve as deputy judges, and it was ngcessary
for the president of the assembly to appoint
a mixed commission to effect a compromise.

Among those elected was Johg Bassett
Moore, of the United States, who has been
prominently identified with internggional af-
fairs for many years and who has been for
“ a long time professor of international law
and diplomacy at Columbia University. The
other ten judges are from the following na-
tions: Great Britain, France, Italy, Spain,
Brazil, Cuba, Switzerland, Holland, Den-
mark and Japan. While the election was
obviously on a political basis, an effort was
made to have as many countries and as many
legal traditions as possible represented on
the court. The international court has been
established under the league, but the nations
who may appeal to it are not restricted to
tlhose who have ratified the league covenant.

The attitdde of the United States toward
the international court has not been made
known, but, in view of the fact that Mr,
Elihu Root had an important part in the
working out of the constitution of the court,
there have been many rumors that the pres-
ent administration would not regard the rec-
ognition of this court as being in the same
category as membership in the league. And
it has been frequently stated that President
Harding intended to found his “association
of nations” on the basis of this or a similar
court of arbitration.

Previous to the election of the judges of
the international court a number of speeches
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posals. Both delegations have made
ervations, but just what these are has
announced. The proposal of the league

foreign treaty prejudicial to Poland.

Spanish troops in Morocco have begun a new
offensive against the Moorish tribesmen by whom
they were defeated not long ago. First reports
of the operation indicate that the tribesmen are
retiring in the face of a superior force without
offering serious resistance,

Through the activities of the Wurttemberg and
Baden police, who have been conducting an in-
vestigation in Bavaria, some twenty persons have
been arrested in Munich charged with complicity
in the plot to assassinate Herr Erzberger, A

were made in the assembly by prominent
members defending the league for having
made no progress on the question of man-
dates and disarmament. Lord Robert Cecil,
representing South Africa, charged that the
delay was not the fault of the council but
was due to the attitude of the United States.
stated that on February 23 the American government
protested against the definition of mandates without
being consulted. On March 1 the United States was
invited by the council to discuss with it the terms of
the mandates, but mnever replied to this invitation,
Mr. Arthur Balfour, who represents Great Britain
both on the council and in the assembly, declared
that the league had been unable to take any effective
steps on the question of the reduction of armaments
while certain of the great nations refused to co-op-
erate with the league or to be bound by any of its
decisions on this subject. M. Leon Bourgeois, the
head of the French delegation, declared that the
league would go on with its work even if the United
States did continue its present attitude. The Wash-
ington conference, he believed, would in no way con-
flict with the league, but on the contrary would work
for the samne ends.

I

Soviet Economic Policy.
HFE motto of the new economic policy adopted
by the Soviet “Communism
means the increase of production for the general ben-
efit combined with the prevention of exploitation for
general protection.” The primary purpose of this
description of the new policy is to allay the fear of
theoretical Communists that Lenin had thrown over
the principles for which the revolution was fought
for an ill-disguised kind of capitalism. In explaining
the attitude of the Soviet government toward forcign
capitalists in Russia, Krassin, the minister of trade,
laid down four guiding principles.

In the first place, the Soviet government does not
recognize the right of ownership in goods or fac-
tories in Russia. This applies to both foreigners and
citizens. Those who formerly owned plants or
mines are in the same position as other concession-
aires, though some exceptions may be made in the
case of concerns which have continued to operate
during the revolution. Second, the Soviet govern-
ment does not recognize any legal obligations of for«
cign debts, but it is willing to negotiate on a consoli=
dation basis in a case like France. Third, foreigners
operating in Russia will be permitted to import ma-
chinery and export produce and goods, but the whole
matter of import and export remains in the hands of
the government. Fourth, the concessions will be in

"Ihe forth of a Idase on a royalty bafid, to'bé pdid 4n
cash or in 'produets; - 1)
Fi Krassin® déclared ‘that it Wwhas the purpove. bf 'the
government to increase production and to encourage

government is:

he map was compiled from special reports.

Politics and the Mark.

HE recent sensational decline in the German
mark taken in connection with the assassina-

tion of former Minister Erzberger, and the opposi-
tion of the reactionary Bavarian government to the
central government of Berlin, is regarded in some
of the political circles of Europe as an occasion for
alarm for the stability of the republican government
in Germany. The theory which is advanced is that

‘there are certain powerful financial groups in Ger-

many whose sympathies are with the monarchists,
which are deliberately attempting to force down the

mark until it has no value, thus driving the govern-
ment into bankruptcy. This maneuver would, of
course, make it impossible for the Wirth cabinet to
meet its obligations to the allies, would permit the
reactionaries to assume control of the government,
bring considerable profit to, the promoters of this
scheme, and cause consternation and all sorts of diffi-
culties for the allies.

In certain quarters in Germany the decline in the
mark is being used as an argument of another sort.
It is contended that in order to make her first billion
gold marks payment Germany was obliged to make
heavy purchases of foreign currencies which resulted
in a very decided fall in the mark. Each successive
payment necessitating the purchase of foreign ex-
change will serve to drive the mark further down,
ultimately rendering it impossible for Germany to
keep up her payments, It is believed that the allies

N WEST AND NORTH RUSSIA there is not such desperation over
the scarcity of food as in Eagt and South Russia, where few provinces
show crop vields of more than 18 per cemt normal. The provinces of Saratar
and z_!.r:rcb:zu harvested only 4 per cent, and this vast area has millions of
starving sowls.

He

and America are very anxious that this should not

happen. In the case of America it would mean a
great shrinkage in Germany's purchasing power, and
in the case of the allies it would mean, of course,
the suspension of reparation payments. Since no one
wants this situation to develop, the Germans are
making the suggestion that a reparation moratorium
of a year or six months be declared in order to give
them time to bring about a stabilization of the ex-
change.

The talk that Germany would be obliged to de-
fault her payments next spring or summer is not
new. It is, in fact, one of the arguments used by Dr.
Rathenau to convince the French of the advisability
of accepting reparation in kind. It is not clear, how-
¢ver, just how far the monarchists and reactionaries
are involved 'ih haktening to bridg about this condi-

national commission,” was a “monstrous. sneer at
of starving Russia.” -

Conference Hopes Ill-Founded.:

' CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE. .
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aim at reconstruction in Russia as part of an indispen- .

sable and preliminary step. “Sr

“Until this first step is taken,” e said)
course with Russia will be superficial shd' in conse-
quence both the humanitarian efforts to | the
famine-stricken people and the economic
of wider scope will fail to achieve

This ‘remarkable opinion of ‘a man” | the highest
reputation who speaks from first-hand knowledge of
Russian conditions today catnot be’ “or ‘as-
cribed to Bolshevik tendencies. n. c
realist who is also an idealist, and he is o that
although Russia’s plight is desperate, so is thak of other
parts of Europe, and that by Iulpﬂ':“ﬂ e
ourselves, ' by et

Bolshevism  will be Filled quickest by
light and air and rescuing the Russiass from
famine-haunted state. Be that as it may (and I
dogmatize on knowing the danger
problem), it is certain, as T said in the beginning ‘of
this article, that the Washington conference will
no chance of great success if the French
others are haunted by old fears and
if the European and Asiatic peoples
insurrection and conflict.

I write this as a warning note with
breakers ahead, but I think that if these dangers
realized and not ignored by men.
conflicts and national interest to the
humanity, the rocks of nfin may be
is a great gathering of popular opinion beating
which will reach out to Washington and give spiritual
support to the delegates who face these things with
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coufage dnd’ labgencds i
tidrt to Turther their ‘political plans, *Chancelor Wirth * Jlm‘{l@n‘ep of fﬁpnq'e'_'f (dl'"lﬁlqﬂ{@ lkriwﬁ‘w"u?g;
1% i _w . L . ) ) -

and his cabinet in an&‘c‘ifthhulayré\u' are’ faced whth , rec

a very difficult problem,

oping . ATom. the, wor \WJI'.- witdord e yag
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